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TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF DUTY ON CERTAIN SPUN 
SILK YARN 


Avuaust 14, 1959.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
State of the Union and ordered to be printed 


Mr. Mi11s, from the Committee on Ways and Means, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H.R. 2886] 


The Committee on Ways and Means, to whom was referred the bill 
(H.R. 2886) to suspend for 3 years the import duties on certain classi- 
fications of spun silk yarn, having considered the same, report favor- 
ably thereon with an amendment and recommend that the bill as 
amended do pass. 

The amendment is as follows: 

Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert: 

That spun silk or schappe silk yarn, not dyed or colored, singles of more than 
58,800 yards per pound, or plied of more than 29,400 yards per pound, provided 
for in paragraph 1202 of the Tariff Act of 1930, shall be admitted free of duty if 


entered, or withdrawn from warehouse, for consumption, during the three-year 
period beginning on the sixtieth day after the date of the enactment of this Act. 


PURPOSE 


The purpose of H.R. 2886 is to suspend for a period of 3 years the 
import duties on certain classifications of spun silk yarn provided for 
in paragraph 1202 of title I of the Tariff Act of 1930. 


GENERAL STATEMENT 


Spun silk yarns are of two principle types: Standard spun-silk 
(schappe) yarn and silk-noil (bourrette) yarn. Standard or schappe 
spun-silk yarns for general textile use are manufactured from long 
parallelized silk fiber stock recovered from waste cocoons and silk 
filature waste and is used for making sewing thread, decorative strip- 
ings for fine worsteds, lacing cord for cartridge bags and, in combina- 
tion with other fibers, certain types of necktie fabrics, shirtings, dress 
and suiting fabrics, upholstery and drapery materials. 
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The silk-noil type of yarn is made from shorter length, and hence 
cheaper, silk fiber stock than schappe and must be spun on wool- 
spinning machinery. The ee used consists of silk noils dis- 
carded as byproducts in preparing silk waste for spinning in standard 
spun-silk yarns. Such yarns have few civilian uses except in mixture 
fabrics containing other fibers. Their chief use is in the weaving of 
silk cartridge cloth for powder bags for large caliber ordnance. 

Spun-silk yarns of the fineness provided for in H.R. 2886 are not 
produced domestically in any quantity. Imported yarns, which are 
usually finer in size than those of domestic manufacture, are used for 
various decorative purposes and in the production of certain types of 
silk broadcloth and other fabrics. Such yarns are dutiable at rates 
of 21 percent and 25% percent ad valorem, at present. 

Domestic producers of silk fabrics have, by virtue of the duties 
applicable to spun-silk yarns, been obliged to pay higher prices for 
their raw materials than do their competitors abroad. Partly be- 
cause of this situation, domestic production of silk fabrics has en- 
countered competition from imports of silk fabrics. The suspension 
of the duties on the raw materials (fine spun-silk yarns), as provided 
for in H.R. 2886, would improve the competitive position of the 
domestic silk-weaving industry and would tend to increase domestic 
production of silk cloth. Because fine silk yarns are frequently 
mixed with the coarser yarns of domestic manufacture in the fabrica- 
tion of silk cloth, the availability of cheaper fine silk yarns would also 
tend to increase demand for the domestically produced silk yarns. 

Your committee received favorable reports on H.R. 2886 hom the 
Departments of State, Treasury, Agriculture, and Commerce and 
informative reports from the Department of Labor and the U.S. 
Tariff Commission. 

Your committee is unanimous in recommending the enactment of 
H.R. 2886. 

CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 


In compliance with clause 3 of rule XIII of the Rules of the House 
of Representatives, changes in existing law made by the bill, as 
introduced, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted 
is enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italic, existing 
law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman): 


SECTIONS 1 AND 201 OF THE TARIFF ACT OF 1930 
TITLE I—DUTIABLE LIST 


Section 1. That on and after the day following the pospage of this 


Act, except as otherwise specially provided for in this Act, there 
shall be levied, collected, and paid upon all articles when imported 
from any foreign country into the United States or into any of its 
ossessions (except the Virgin Islands, American Samoa, Wake Island, 
idway Islands, Kingman Reef, Johnston Island, and the Island of 
Guam) the rates of duty which are prescribed by the schedules and 
paragraphs of the dutiable list of this title, namely: 
‘ * . + * * * 
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ScHEDULE 12.—Si~tK MANUFACTURES 
+. a « < ” a * 


[Par. 1202. Spun silk or schappe silk yarn, or yarn of silk and 
rayon or other synthetic textile, and roving, not bleached, dyed, 
colored, or plied, 40 per centum ad valorem; bleached, dyed, colored, 
or plied, 50 per centum ad valorem.] 

Par. 1202. Yarns wholly of discontinuous silk fibers, colored or 
dyed, 25% per centum ad valorem; not colored or dyed, and not finer than 
40 cotton count, singles, 21 per centum ad valorem, plied, 25% per centum 
ad valorem; silk roving and yarns, wholly of discontinuous silk end rayon 
or other synthetic fibers, bleached, colored, dyed or plied, 25% per centum 
ad valorem; other, 21 per centum ad valorem. 

* * * * * * 


TITLE II—FREE LIST 


Section 201. That on and after the day following the passage of 
this Act, except as otherwise specially provided for in this Act, the 
articles mentioned in the following paragraphs, when imported into 
the United States or into any of its possessions (except the Virgin 
Islands, American Samoa, Wake Island, Midway Islands, Kingman 
Reef, Johnston Island, and the island of Guam), shall be exempt from 
duty: 

SCHEDULE 16 


* * x * * 


[ Par. 1762. Silk cocoons and silk waste.] 


Par. 1762. Spun silk single yarn finer than 40 cotton count and plied 
yarn composed of single yarns finer than 40 cotton count if not colored or 
dyed and silk cocoons and silk waste, 
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TRANSFER OF CERTAIN PUMICE STONE TO FREE LIST 


Avausr 14, 1959.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
State of the Union and ordered to be printed 


Mr. Mutts, from the Committee on Ways and Means, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


(To accompany H.R. 6368) 


The Committee on Ways and Means, to whom was referred the bill 
(H.R. 6368) to amend the Tariff Act of 1930 to place certain pumice 
stone on the free list, having considered the same, report favorably 
thereon without amendment and recommend that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE 


The purpose of H.R. 6368 is to transfer from the dutiable list to the 
free list of the Tariff Act of 1930 pumice stone imported to be used in 
the manufacture of concrete masonry products, such as building 
blocks, bricks, tiles, and similar forms. 


GENERAL STATEMENT 


Pumice stone, unmanufactured, is presently provided for in para- 
graph 206 of the Tariff Act of 1930, and is dutiable under two value 
classifications: that valued at $15 or less per long ton, and that 
valued at more than $15 per long ton. The pumice stone which will be 
covered by the bill is unmanufactured pumice valued at $15 a ton or 
less and subject to a duty of 85 cents a ton. Such pumice stone could 
be entered free of duty only for use in the manufacture of the specified 
products. Any pumice stone entered for other uses would continue 
to be subject to duty. 

Pumice stone is a highly porous or cellular variety of naturally 
occurring volcanic glass. One of its leading uses, after grading to size, 
is as a lightweight aggregate in monolithic concrete, concrete masonry 
units (including concrete building blocks, bricks, and tiles), and in 
plasters. It is also used to a considerable extent as an admixture in 
portland cement for concrete having special properties. 
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U.S. production of these materials comes from about 15 States, all 
located west of the Mississippi River, particularly in the Pacific Coast 
and Rocky Mountain States. 

In 1956, U.S. sales of domestically produced materials for use as 
lightweight aggregate, including admisture in cement, amounted to 
746,000 short tons, valued at $2.2 million ($2.99 per short ton) or 
about 50 percent of the quantity and 47 percent of the value of pum- 
iceous materials used for all purposes. In 1957, the latest year for 
which statistics are available, the sales of these materials for the same 
purposes amounted to 628,000 short tons, valued at $1.9 million 
($3 per short ton), or 34 percent of the quantity and 41 percent of the 
value used for all purposes. 

No official figures on the use pattern of pumice stone as a light- 
weight aggregate are available. It is estimated, however, that the 
manufacture of lightweight concrete building blocks consumes the 
major part of both domestically produced and imported pumiceous 
materials. 

Imports of pumice stone valued at $15 or less per long ton amounted 
to 38,434 short tons in 1958 with a value of $271,201. Greece has 
been the most important source of imports of unmanufactured pumice 
stone valued at $15 or less per long ton. In 1958 Greece accounted 
for about 82 percent of the total quantity and value of such imports. 
The U.S. Tariff Commission advised that during 1958 85 percent of 
such imports in turn entered the United States through customs ports 
in Florida. All, or nearly so, of the imports of pumice from Greece 
are used as a concrete aggregate, principally for the manufacture of 
. neepens concrete building blocks, and other concrete masonry 

ocks. 

Your committee received favorable reports on this legislation from 
the Departments of State, Treasury, and Commerce and informative 
reports from the Department of the Interior and the U.S. Tariff Com- 
mission. ‘The Department of Commerce advised your committee 
that duty-free entry of pumice for the stated uses would benefit the 
makers of building blocks and other masonry products and the De- 
partment has no facts indicating that this would have an adverse 
effect on any U.S. industry. 

Your committee is unanimous in recommending the enactment of 
H.R. 6368. 

CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 


In compliance with clause 3 of rule XIII of the Rules of the House 
of Representatives, changes in existing law made by the bill, as intro- 
duced, are shown as follows (new matter is printed in italics, existing 
law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman): 


SECTION 201 OF THE TARIFF ACT OF 1930 
TITLE II—FREE LIST 


Src. 201. That on and after the day following the passage of this 
Act, except as otherwise specially provided for in this Act, the arti- 
cles mentioned in the following paragraphs, when imported into the 
United States or into any of its possessions (except the Virgin Islands, 
American Samoa, Wake Island, Midway Islands, Kingman Reef, 
Johnston Island, and the island of Guam), shall be exempt from duty: 

* + ae * * + * 
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Par. 1823. Pumice stone, when imported to be used in the manufac- 
ture of concrete masonry products, such as building blocks, bricks, tiles, 
and similar forms, under such regulations as the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall prescribe. 

O 








86TH CoNGRESS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES { REPortT 
1st Session No. 899 


__——————————————————————————————————————————————————E 


TEMPORARY FREE IMPORTATION OF EXTRACTS, DE- 
COCTIONS, AND PREPARATIONS OF HEMLOCK SUIT- 
ABLE FOR USE FOR TANNING 


Avoust 14, 1959.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
State of the Union and ordered to be printed 


Mr. Mitts, from the Committee on Ways and Means, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H.R. 6579] 


The Committee on Ways and Means, to whom was referred the bill 
(H.R. 6579) to amend the Tariff Act of 1930 to provide for the tem- 
porary free importation of extracts, decoctions, and preparations of 
hemlock suitable for use for tanning, having considered the same, 
report favorably thereon with an amendment and recommend that 
the bill as amended do pass. 

The amendment is as follows: 

Page 1, strike out lines 5 and 6, and insert: 

by striking out “hemlock,” after “divi-divi,’”’, and by striking 
out “eucalyptus (irrespective of their chief use)’’ and insert- 
ing in lieu thereof “eucalyptus or hemlock (irrespective of 
their chief use)’’. 

PURPOSE 


The purpose of H.R. 6579, as amended, is to amend the Tariff Act 
of 1930 to provide for the temporary free importation of extracts, de- 
coctions, and preparations of hemlock suitable for use for tanning, 
regardless of their chief use, until the close of September 28, 1960. 


GENERAL STATEMENT 


Under Public Law 85-235, approved August 30, 1957, tanning ex- 
tracts were transferred from paragraph 38 of the dutiable list to the 
free list where they were included in a new subparagraph (b) of para- 
graph 1670. Public Law 85-645, approved August 14, 1958, trans- 
ferred “extracts, decoctions, and preparations of eucalyptus (irrespec- 
tive of their chief use) suitable for use for tanning” from paragraph 
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1558 of the dutiable list to the free list where they were included in the 
new subparagraph (b) of paragraph 1670. These transfers to the free 
list became effective September 29, 1957, and August 14, 1958, re- 
spectively, and will both terminate at the close of September 28, 1960. 

The tariff terminology relating to tanning extracts has been in- 
terpreted by the Bureau of Customs as requiring classification under 
paragraph 1670(b) only of those extracts which, at the time of impor- 
tation, belong to a class of articles chiefly used in the United States 
for tanning purposes. The actual use of a particular importation is 
not controlling. Thus, while a particular extract may be classified 
as a tanning extract at one time because of its chief use as such, it 
would not be classifiable as a tanning extract at another time if its 
chief use has changed in the meantime. Such a situation arose in 
the case of eucalyptus extract and led to the enactment of Public Law 
85-645 transferring eucalyptus extract to the free list irrespective of 
its chief use. A situation paralleling that of eucalyptus extract has 
developed with respect to hemlock extract. H.R. 6579 would transfer 
hemlock extract to the free list where it would be included in para- 
graph 1670(b) irrespective of its chief use and subject only to the 
requirement that it be suitable for use in tanning. The transfer would 
terminate at the close of September 28, 1960, as in the case of the 
transfers made by Public Laws 85-235 and 85-645. 

Your committee received favorable reports on this legislation from 
the Departments of State, Treasury, Commerce, and Labor and an 
informative report from the U.S. Tariff Commission. The Tariff 
Commission advised your committee that the United States depends 
upon imports for the great bulk of the tanning materials and extracts 
consumed in this country and that “these imports supplement rather 
than compete with the small domestic supply.” The Department of 
Labor stated that “this Department has no information which would 
lead us to anticipate an adverse effect on domestic employment from 
enactment of this bill.” 

Your committee is unanimous in recommending the enactment of 
H.R. 6579. 

CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 


In compliance with clause 3 of rule XIII of the Rules of the House 
of Representatives, changes in existing law made by the bill, as intro- 
duced, are shown as follows (new matter is printed in italic, existing 
law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman): 


PARAGRAPH 1670 OF THE TARIFF ACT OF 1930, AS AMENDED 
TITLE II—FREE LIST 


Section 201. That on and after the day following the passage of 
this Act, except as otherwise specially provided for in this Act, the 
articles mentioned in the following paragraphs, when imported into 
the United States or into any of its possessions (except the Virgin 
Islands, American Samoa, Wake Island, Midway Islands, Kingman 
a Johnston Island, and the island of Guam), shall be exempt from 

uty. 


a * a * * * * 
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AR. 1670. (a) Dyeing or tanning materials: Fustic wood, hemlock 
bark, logwood, mangrove bark, oak bark, quebracho wood, wattle 
bark, divi-divi, myrobalans fruit, sumac, valonia, nutgalls or gall 
nuts, and all articles of vegetable origin used for dyeing, coloring, 
staining, or tanning, all the foregoing, whether crude or advanced in 
value or condition by shredding, grinding, chipping, crushing, or 
any similar process; all the foregoing not containing alcohol and 
not specially provided for. 

(b) Extracts, tanning: Chestnut, cutch, divi-divi, hemlock, man- 
grove, myrobalan, oak, quebracho, sumac, valonia, wattle, and other 
extracts, decoctions, and preparations of vegetable origin used for 
tanning, and combinations and mixtures of the foregoing; and extracts, 
decoctions, and preparations of eucalyptus and hemlock (irrespective 
of their chief use) suitable for use for tanning; all the foregoing 
not containing alcohol and not specially provided for. 
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